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(54) Air conditioning system for vehicles 

(57) An air conditioning system for vehicles having 
at least a blower (7), a cooler (8) for cooling/dehumidi- 
fymg air, means for adjusting an amount of air sent by 
the blower (7) and means for detecting an outside air 
temperature, includes (a) means for calculating a target 
temperature of the cooler (8) based on an outside air 
temperature detected by the outside air temperature de- 



tecting means and an amount of air adjusted by the 
blower air amount adjusting means and (b) means for 
controlling a temperature of the cooler (8) to approach 
the calculated target temperature of the cooler (8) by 
controlling a cooling condition of the cooler (8). The sys- 
tem can achieve optimum dehumidification to prevent 
cloud of a window glass and to save power. 
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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to an air condi- 
tioning system for vehicles, and, more specifically, to an 
air conditioning system suitable as an air conditioner for 5 
use in a vehicle, which can automatically and adequate- 
ly control a cooling condition of a cooler in accordance 
with present other conditions. 

[0002] A known system for an air conditioner used in 
a vehicle is constituted, for example, as shown in Fig. 2 10 
(this Fig. 2 is also used for explanation of a first embod- 
iment of the present invention described later). Fig. 2 
mainly depicts a mechanical part of an air conditioner 1 
for a vehicle. Air path 2a is formed in air duct 2, and 
inside air introduction port 3 and outside air introduction is 
port 4 are opened at an entrance position of air duct 2. 
Switching damper 5 controls a ratio of an amount of air 
sucked from port 3 to an amount of air sucked from port 
4. Sucked air is sent into air duct 2 by blower 7 driven 
by motor 6. 20 
[0003] An evaporator 8 is provided as a cooler at a 
position downstream of blower 7, and a hot water heater 
9 is provided as a heater at a position downstream there- 
of. Cooling water 10 for an engine is circulated in hot 
water heater 9, thereby heating the heater 9. zs 
[0004] Refrigerant circulated in a cooler cycle 11 is 
supplied to evaporator 8. The refrigerant is compressed, 
for example, by a variable displacement compressor 1 2, 
condensed by a condenser 1 3, sent to evaporator 8 
through a reservoir tank 1 4 and an expansion valve 1 5, 30 
and sucked into compressor 1 2 from evaporator 8. The 
pressure ol this suction can be appropriately controlled 
by a suction pressure controller 16. 
[0005] Air mixing damper 17 is provided at a position 
immediately downstream of hot water heater 9. A ratio 35 
of an amount of air passing through heater 9 to an 
amount of air bypassing the heater 9 is controlled by 
adjusting an opening degree of air mixing damper 17 
operated by an air mixing damper actuator 18. 
[0006] The temperature conditioned air is sent into an 40 
interior of a vehicle through respective ports 1 9, 20 and 
21 (for example, DEF mode port, VENT mode port and 
FOOT mode port). Respective dampers 22, 23 and 24 
are provided for the respective ports 19, 20 and 21. 
[0007] The voltage (rotational speed) applied to motor 45 
6 for blower 7, air mixing damper actuator 1 8 and suction 
pressure controller 16 for compressor 12 are controlled 
based on signals sent from a main controller 25. To main 
controller 25, a signal of a target room temperature set 
by a room temperature setting device 26 and detecting so 
signals sent from room temperature sensor 27 (inside 
air temperature), outside air temperature sensor 28 and 
sunshine sensor 29 are inputted, respectively. 
[0008] The control for air conditioner 1 is performed 
in main controller 25, for example, as shown in Fig. 9. ss 
Target room temperature Trs set by room temperature 
setting device 26, outside air temperature AMB detected 
by outside air temperature sensor 28, an amount of sun- 




shine RAD detected by sunshine sensor 29 and room 
temperature TR detected by room temperature sensor 
27 are inputted to main controller 25, respectively. 
Based on these input signals, a target conditioned air 
temperature TOs is calculated by the following equation. 

TOs = Kp1 (TR - Trs) + f (AMB, RAD, Trs) 

Where, Kp1 is a proportional constant. 
[0009] A target temperature TV of air at an exit of cool- 
er 8 is calculated as follows, in accordance with present 
other conditions. (Case (J) When dehumidification or 
maximum cooling performance is required, the target 
temperature TV is set at a lower limit value which does 
not cause cooler 8 to freeze, for example, TV = 3. (Case 
When power saving is required, it is set at a correla- 
tion value of a target conditioned air temperature re- 
quired for controlling the room temperature, for exam- 
ple, TV = TOs. 

[0010] The voltage BLV applied to motor 6 for blower 
7 is calculated based on these calculated values by the 
following equation. 

BLV = f (TOs) 

The opening degree AMD of air mixing damper 17 is 
calculated by the following equation. 

AMD = f (TOs, TW, TV) 

Where, TW is a temperature of hot water at an entrance 
position of heater 9. The compressor suction pressure 
PS is calculated by the following compressor control sig- 
nal calculating equation. 

PS=P + l n 

P = kp2(TV - Te) (proportional term) 
l n =1^ - kp2(TV -Te) (integral term) 

Where, Te is an actually measured temperature of air at 
an exit of cooler 8, and kp2 is a coefficient. 
[0011] By such calculations, the voltage signal for 
blower 7 is sent to blower voltage controller 30, the air 
mixing damper positional signal is sent to air mixing 
damper actuator 18, and the compressor suction pres- 
sure signal is sent to suction pressure controller 16, 
thereby controlling the rotational speed of blower 7, the 
opening degree of air mixing damper 1 7 and the suction 
pressure of compressor 12, respectively. 
[0012] In such a conventional control system, howev- 
er, particularly in the calculation of a target temperature 
TV of air at an exit of cooler 8, if it is controlled as de- 
scribed in the above CaseQ dehumidification may be 
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performed too much, and an unnecessary power may 
be required. Further, in the above-described control of 
Case© when outside air temperature is lower than a 
room temperature and, in particular, when outside air 
humidity is high, a window glass may be clouded with 
moisture evaporated from crew(s). If the window glass 
is clouded, visual range may deteriorate. 
[0013] It would be desirable to provide an air condi- 
tioning system for vehicles which can control the system 
so as to prevent an excessive dehumidification to save 
power and so as to perform an optimum dehumidifica- 
tion in accordance with present conditions to prevent a 
window glass from being clouded. 
[0014] To achieve the foregoing and other objects, in 
an air conditioning system for vehicles according to the 
present invention, a target temperature of a cooler is cal- 
culated based on an outside air temperature and an ad- 
justed air amount of a blower, and the cooler is control- 
led so that an actual temperature of the cooler may ap- 
proach the target temperature. 

[001 5] Namely, an air conditioning system for vehicles 
according to the present invention has at least a blower 
sending air into an interior of a vehicle through an air 
path, a cooler provided in the air path for cooling/dehu- 
midifying air by heat exchange with air, means for ad- 
justing an amount of air sent by the blower and means 
for detecting an outside air temperature. The air condi- 
tioning system comprises (a) means for calculating a 
target temperature of the cooler based on an outside air 
temperature detected by the outside air temperature de- 
tecting means and an amount of air adjusted by the 
blower air amount adjusting means and (b) means for 
controlling a temperature of the cooler to approach the 
target temperature of the cooler by controlling a cooling 
condition of the cooler. 

[0016] The main control of this system may be ex- 
pressed, for example, as a control flow 41 shown in Fig. 
1 . A target temperature of a cooler is calculated by cool- 
er target temperature calculating means 44 based on a 
signal of outside air temperature detecting means 42 
and a signal of blower air amount adjusting means 43 
(for example, a voltage for the blower). A value of a con- 
trol signal for the cooler (for example, suction pressure 
signal of a compressor in a refrigerant circuit) is calcu- 
lated by cooler control signal calculating means 45 so 
that an actual temperature of the cooler detected by an 
appropriate sensor 46 approaches the calculated target 
temperature. The temperature of the cooler is controlled 
by cooler temperature control means 47 (for example, 
suction pressure control means for the compressor) 
based on the signal from the cooler control signal cal- 
culating means 45. 

[001 7] In such an air conditioning system for vehicles, 
the target temperature of the cooler is calculated as an 
optimum temperature such that a present dew point 
temperature of air in the interior of the vehicle including 
moisture (vapor) evaporated from crew(s) becomes 
slightly lower than a temperature of a surface of a win- 



dow glass, and the temperature of the cooler is control- 
led so as to approach the calculated target temperature. 
Therefore, the window glass can be surely prevented 
from being clouded. Further, because unnecessary de- 
s humidification is not performed, power may be ade- 
quately saved. 

[0018] Further objects, features, and advantages of 
the present invention will be understood from the follow- 
ing detailed description of the preferred embodiments 
to of the present invention with reference to the accompa- 
nying figures. 

[0019] Preferred embodiments of the invention are 
now described with reference to the accompanying fig- 
ures, which are given by way of example only, and are 

15 not intended to limit the present invention. 

[0020] Fig. 1 is a block diagram of an air conditioning 
system according to the present invention, showing a 
basic technical concept of the present invention. 
[0021] Fig. 2 is a schematic diagram of an air condi- 

20 tioning system according to a first embodiment of the 
present invention. 

[0022] Fig. 3 is a psychrometric chart for explaining a 
basic technical concept of the present invention. 
[0023] Fig. 4 is a graph showing a relationship be- 
25 tween blower air amount and temperatures Teo and TV 
for explaining a basic technical concept of the present 
invention. 

[0024] Fig. 5 is a block diagram showing an example 
of control of the system depicted in Fig. 2. 
30 [0025] Fig. 6 is a schematic diagram of an air condi- 
tioning system according to a second embodiment of the 
present invention. 

[0026] Fig. 7 is a block diagram showing an example 
of control of the system depicted in Fig. 6. 
35 [0027] Fig. 8 is an explanation diagram showing a 
control condition of a clutch by the system depicted in 
Fig. 6. 

[0028] Fig. 9 is a block diagram showing an example 
of control of a conventional air conditioning system. 

40 [0029] Fig. 2 shows a schematic constitution of an air 
conditioning system according to a first embodiment of 
the present invention. The mechanical part of this sys- 
tem is substantially the same as that of a conventional 
system, and because the mechanical constitution has 

45 been already explained, here, the explanation thereof is 
omitted. Although the control in main controller 25 is per- 
formed as shown in Fig. 5, first, a basic technical con- 
cept in the present invention, which is a base for the 
control, will be explained before explanation of the con- 

50 trol. 

[0030] A man evaporates moisture by sweating, etc., 
and according to JIS-D4502, the amount of evaporated 
moisture (vapor) (AW) is defined as a value of (75 g/h x 
number of crew(s)). Further, it is understood that atem- 
55 perature of a room-side surface of a window glass is 
nearly equal to an outside air temperature at least in a 
usual running condition. Therefore, the relationship be- 
tween an upper limit value (= x1 ) of an absolute humidity 
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in a room causing no cloud of a window glass, that is, 
an absolute humidity when a dew point is equal to an 
outside air temperature, and an absolute humidity (= x2) 
of temperature conditioned air necessary for maintain- 
ing a state of (a room absolute humidity = x1 ) even when 5 
the vapor of the above-described AW (g/h) is generated, 
may be expressed as follows , from an amount of air 
sent by a blower (G kg/h) and an amount of generated 
vapor (AW g/h). 

[0031] Namely, as shown in Fig. 3, when an outside 
air temperature AMB is given, an upper limit value (= 
x1) of an absolute humidity in a room causing no cloud 
of a window glass is determined from an intersection of 
the outside air temperature AMB and a saturated air line 
A. An upper limit absolute humidity (= x2) of temperature 
conditioned air blown into the room that can prevent a 
window glass from being clouded is given by the follow- 
ing equation. 

x2 = x1 - AW/G 

[0032] Namely, if an actual absolute humidity of tem- 
perature conditioned air blown into the room is below 
the upper limit absolute humidity x2, a window glass is 
not clouded. In the present invention, an upper limit tem- 
perature Teo of a cooler is considered to be an upper 
limit temperature of the temperature conditioned air that 
can prevent a window glass from being clouded. The 
upper limit temperature Teo of a cooler (in the below de- 
scribed embodiment, an upper limit temperature Teo of 
air at an exit of cooler 8) is determined from an intersec- 
tion of the determined x2 and the saturated air line A. 
[0033] As understood from the above-described 
eauation (1 ), the absolute humidity x2 is determined as 
a function of outside air temperature AMB through the 
upper limit absolute humidity xl and as a function of an 
air amount blown out from a blower through G. The up- 
per limit temperature Teo of cooler exit air temperature 
causing no cloud of a window glass is also determined 
as a function of outside air temperature AMB and blower 
air amount G, because the Teo is determined from the 
x2. 

[0034] The upper limit temperature Teo of the cooler 
exit air temperature may be represented as a function 
of blower air amount from the saturated air line A and 
the above-described equation (1), as shown by solid 
lines in Fig. 4 (as cases of high AMB and low AMB). If 
a target cooler exit air temperature TV at an exit of cooler 
8 is below the line of the upper limit temperature Teo, a 
window glass is not clouded. Further, as the target cool- 
er exit air temperature TV approaches the line of the up- 
per limit temperature Teo, power may be saved more 
greatly. In Fig. 4, in order to simply realize such require- 
ments, a desired control line of a target cooler exit air 
temperature TV near an assumed limit line thereof is ex- 
pressed by linear dashed lines. Each of these target 
cooler exit air temperatures TV to be actually controlled 



is determined by the following equation. 

TV = a . AMB + b - BLV + c 

Where, BLV is a voltage applied to motor 6 of blower 7, 
which represent a value corresponding to blower air 
amount, and a-c are constants. The constants a-c are 
designed as values so that the dashed lines of cooler 
exit air temperatures TV to be actually controlled may 
be present below the limit lines of Teo and as near as 
possible to the limit lines. 

[0035] By the above-described control of the temper- 
ature of cooler 8, more precisely, by the control of the 
air temperature at an exit of cooler 8, the control of the 
air conditioning system is performed to satisfy the prop- 
erty shown in Fig. 4. As a result, the window glass is not 
clouded, and unnecessary dehumidification can be pre- 
vented and power saving can be achieved. 
[0036] Here, as the temperature of the cooler, a tem- 
perature at a position between fins of the cooler, a tem- 
perature at a position between tubes of the cooler, a 
temperature of refrigerant at an entrance position of the 
cooler, a temperature of a pipe for a tank of the cooler, 
etc. may be used other than the above-described air 
temperature at an exit of the cooler. 
[0037] Based on such a basic technical concept, an 
actual control according to a first embodiment of the 
present invention is performed as shown in Fig. 5. 
[0038] Fig. 5 depicts an example of the control in a 
case where an automatic air conditioning is carried out 
in the system shown in Fig. 2. In Fig. 5, a target condi- 
tioned air temperature TOs is calculated by target con- 
ditioned air temperature calculating means 51 by the fol- 
lowing equation, based on a signal 52 of a target room 
temperature Trs set by room temperature setting device 
26, a signal 53 of a sunshine amount RAD detected by 
sunshine sensor 29, a signal 54 of a room temperature 
TR detected by room temperature sensor 27 (inside air 
temperature sensor) and a signal 55 of an outside air 
temperature AMB detected by outside air temperature 
sensor 28. 

TOs = Kp1 (TR - Trs) + f (AMB, RAD, Trs) 

Where, Kp1 is a proportional constant. 
[0039] Based on this TOs, the voltage BLV applied to 
motor 6 of blower 7 is calculated by blower voltage cal- 
culating means 56 by the following equation, as an 
amount corresponding to an amount of air adjusted by 
blower air amount adjusting means according to the 
present invention. 

BLV = f (TOs) 

[0040] A target air temperature TV at an exit of cooler 
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8 (target temperature of a cooler according to the 
present invention) is calculated by cooler target temper- 
ature calculating means 57 by the following equation 
(the aforementioned equation (2)) based on the signal 
55 of outside air temperature AMB and the signal of 5 
blower voltage BLV. 

TV = a . AMB + b . BLV + c 

10 

Where, a-c are constants. As the temperature of the 
cooler, a temperature at a position between fins of the 
cooler, a temperature at a position between tubes of the 
cooler, a temperature of refrigerant at an entrance po- 
sition of the cooler, a temperature of a pipe for a tank of 15 
the cooler, etc. may be used instead of the above-de- 
scribed air temperature at an exit of the cooler. 
[0041] Based on the above calculated target air tem- 
perature TV at an exit of cooler 8, the suction pressure 
control signal PS sent to suction pressure controller 16 20 
of compressor 1 2 is calculated by compressor control 
signal calculating means 59 by the following equation, 
such that an actual temperature of cooler 8 (in this em- 
bodiment, an actual air temperature Te at an exit of cool- 
er 8 detected by cooler temperature detecting means 25 
58) approaches the calculated target air temperature 
TV. 



P = kp2(TV - Te) (proportional term) 
l n =! n _-, - kp2 • ki(TV -Te) (integral term) 

Where, kp2 and ki are coefficients. Based on this calcu- 35 
lation, suction pressure controller 16 is controlled, and 
an amount of refrigerant sucked into variable displace- 
ment compressor 12 (an amount of refrigerant dis- 
charged from the compressor 12) is controlled. 
[0042] In air mixing damper opening degree calculat- 40 
ing means 60, air mixing damper positional signal AMD 
is calculated by the following equation based on hot wa- 
ter temperature signal TW at an entrance position of 
heater 9 in addition to the above-described signals TOs 
and TV. 45 
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tioned first embodiment is only in a constitution that a 
compressor 71 is driven via a clutch 73 and the control 
of the operation of compressor 71 is performed by con- 
trol of connection/disconnection of clutch 73 by a clutch 
controller 72. 

[0045] The control in main controller 25 is carried out, 
for example, as shown in Fig. 7. Here, only control dif- 
ferent from that shown in Fig. 5 will be explained. 
[0046] Based on a target air temperature TV at an exit 
of cooler 8 calculated by cooler target temperature cal- 
culating means 57, a condition of on/off (connection/dis- 
connection) of clutch 73 is determined by clutch control 
signal calculating means 81 . For example, when an ac- 
tual air temperature Te at an exit of cooler 8 detected by 
cooler temperature detecting means 58 is lower than a 
target air temperature TV by 1 °C, the clutch operation 
condition is controlled in disconnection state, and when 
the air temperature Te is higher than the target air tem- 
perature TV by 1°C, the clutch operation condition is 
controlled in connection state and compressor 71 is driv- 
en. Namely, clutch 73 is turned on at a condition of 
Te>TV + 1, and clutch 73 is turned off at a condition of 
Te<TV - 1 , via clutch controller 72. This operation may 
be controlled as shown in Fig. 8. 

[0047] In such a control, the operation of compressor 
71 is controlled by controlling the operation of clutch 73, 
thereby controlling the temperature of cooler 8 at a de- 
sired temperature. By this control at a desired optimum 
temperature, a window glass is not clouded, and power 
saving may be achieved by adequate control of dehu- 
midification. 

[0048] Although heater 9 is provided at a position 
downstream of cooler 8 in air duct 2 to heat air in the 
above-described embodiments, in order to eliminate an 
impossible control condition in such a system, it is pre- 
ferred that a target conditioned air temperature required 
for controlling a temperature of an interior of a vehicle 
(a room temperature) and a target temperature of cooler 
8 calculated by cooler target temperature calculating 
means 57 are compared with each other, and when the 
target conditioned air temperature is lower than the tar- 
get temperature of cooler 8, the target temperature of 
cooler 8 is substituted by a correlation value of the re- 
quired target conditioned air temperature. 



AMD = f(TOs, TW, TV) 

Air mixing damper actuator 18 is controlled based on so 
the result of this calculation. 

[0043] As the result of the above-described control, 
the window glass is not clouded, and unnecessary de- 
humidification can be prevented and power saving can 
be achieved. 55 
[0044] Fig. 6 depicts another air conditioning system 
for vehicles according to a second embodiment of the 
present invention. A point different from the aforemen- 



Claims 

1. An air conditioning system for vehicles having at 
least a blower sendin g ai r into an interior of a vehicle 
through an air path, a cooler provided in said air 
path for cooling/dehumidif ying air by heat exchange 
with air, means for adjusting an amount of air sent 
by said blower and means for detecting an outside 
air temperature, characterized in that said air con- 
ditioning system comprises (a) means for calculat- 
ing a target temperature of said cooler based on an 
outside air temperature detected by said outside air 
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temperature detecting means and an amount of air 
adjusted by said blower air amount adjusting means 
and (b) means for controlling a temperature of said 
cooler to approach said target temperature of said 
cooler by controlling a cooling condition of said cool- 
er. 

The air conditioning system according to claim 1 , 
wherein said cooler cools air by heat exchange with 
refrigerant supplied by operation of a variable dis- 
placement compressor, and said cooler tempera- 
ture controlling means controls said cooling condi- 
tion of said cooler by controlling an output of refrig- 
erant of said variable displacement compressor. 

The air conditioning system according to claim 1, 
wherein said cooler cools air by heat exchange with 
refrigerant supplied by operation of a compressor 
driven via a clutch, and said cooler temperature 
controlling means controls said cooling condition of 
said cooler by controlling a driving condition of said 
compressor due to connection/disconnection of 
said clutch. 



BLV: 



a-c: 



amount of air adjusted by blower air amount 

adjusting means 

coefficient 



7. The air conditioning system according to any pre- 
ceding claim, wherein said target temperature of 
said cooler is calculated as an target air tempera- 
ture at an exit of said cooler. 



10 
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4. The air conditioning system according to any pre- 25 
ceding claim, wherein a value of a control signal for 
controlling a voltage or/and an electric current ap- 
plied to a motor driving said blower is used as a val- 
ue of a signal sent to said blower air amount adjust- 
ing means. 30 



5. The air conditioning system according to any pre- 
ceding claim, wherein a heater is provided in said 
air path at a position downstream of said cooler, a 
target conditioned air temperature required for con- 35 
trolling a temperature of said interior of said vehicle 
and said target temperature of said cooler calculat- 
ed by said cooler target temperature calculating 
means are compared with each other, and when 
said target conditioned air temperature is lower than 40 
said target temperature of said cooler, said target 
temperature of said cooler is substituted by a cor- 
relation value of said target conditioned air temper- 
ature. 

45 

6. The air conditioning system according to any pre- 
ceding claim, wherein said target temperature of 
said cooler is calculated by said cooler target tem- 
perature calculating means, using the following 
equation. 50 



TV = a • AMB + b . BLV + c 



Where, 

TV : target temperature of cooler 
AMB: outside air temperature 
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